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8. There are two kinds of cadences, which may be classified as “final” and “non-
final”".
The two types of “final” cadences which may be found at the end of a sentence or
at the end of a piece of music are the PERFECT CADENCE and the PLAGAL
CADENCE.

9 The PERFECT CADENCE is the most common of all cadences. It is sometimes
called an authentic cadence. It consists of the Dominant chord, followed by the Tenic
chord (or V - I). Here are some examples of perfect cadences.
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C major: Va-la D major: Va-la Gminor: Va-la  BP major: Va-la

* the accidental must be provided for the Leading-note n minor keys,

10 The PLAGAL CADENCE is the other kind of cadence which sounds “final”. It con-
sists of the Subdominant chord, followed by the Tonic chord (or IV to I). It is often
found added to the end of a piece, after a perfect cadence, like an Amen after a hymn,
and so it is sometimes referred to as a “church cadence”.
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G major: 1Va-1la C minor: 1Va-Ia A major: 1Va-la
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